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Chapter One: Beginnings Ghange

BeforeWichitawasthecity of Wichita,it wasthe nameof atribe of peoplewhotwice lived

there, in a bountiful prairie between two rivers.
The Wichita, like the Osage and other tribes on this central @raine Waco, the

Tawakoni,andKechid usedto live in communitief grasdodgesalongthe ArkansasRiverin
the summers, when they could grow beans, corn, and squash. In colder weather they would
follow the bison and other game across southern Kansas and into what is now Oklahoma and
Texas. The Wichita left the area between the rivers the first time infllgel80s because the
Osage tribe drove them out. They fled south into what is nklahOma.

Kansas became a United States territory in 1
K a n sbecus@ro- andantislaverygroupsfought,andsometimesilled, eachotherwhile
politiciansin WashingtorD.C. arguedvhetherto organizeterritoriesinto freeor slavestates.

Kansasecamehe43rdstateon January29, 1861,joining the Union with a constitutionthat
banned slavery. The United States Civil War began weeks later as many southern states left,
seceding from the country to preserve the longstanding practice of slaveholding. These states

became known as the Confederate States, or the Confederacy.



During the Civil War the Wichita tribe, in Indian Territory, sided with the Union. To protect
themfrom tribeswho sidedwith the Confederacythe Union askeda mannamedlesse&Chisholm

to bring the Wichita tribe north from Indian Territory. Jesse Chisholm was a wraelled

traderwho soldgoodsto varioustribesfrom Texasto KansasHis motherwasCherokeeandhis
father was European. He could not read or write, but he spoke fourteen tribal languages.
Chisholmled the Wichitatribe alonghis tradingroutebackto thelandbetweertheforks of the
Little Arkansas and the Big Arkansas rivers, in the Osage Trust Lands of Kansas.

The Osage Trust Lands stretched across the south central part of Kansas territory, including
theArkansasRivervalley. Settlemenby white peoplefrom easterrstatesvasagainsthelaw in
the Trust Lands because many years earlier the U.S. government had agreed to preserve the land
as a grazing range for bison and a hunting ground for the Osage and other tribes.

Hunters and traders were the first white men to slip into the Osage Trust Lands. They knew
theywerebreakingthelaw by beingthere,butalsorealizedthatif theycouldsneakin, hunt,and
leave quickly, they could make huge profits selling meat, furs, hides, and bones to stores in
towns to the east, along the Missouri River. The hunting was good, and the white hunters, who
were generally young men who had come to the prairie to makddtianes, often ended up
staying in the area and developing trgdposts and freight wagon routes to conduct trade with
tribes.

When Jesse Chisholm led the Wichita back to the forks of the Arkansas River in 1863, the
traders began to call the area Wichita Town. No one knows the exact meaning of the word
Wichita, or how it was pronounced originally, but historians think it probaddya ns A scatt er
|l odges. 0 The United States government put the
Chisholm,alongwith JamedR. Mead,William MatthewsonandWilliam Griffenstein,to supply

the Wichita people with food and equipment. These tradade lots of money this way.



The U.S. Civil War raged for four long years, with only a single battle being fought in

KansaslIn theend,the brokencountrystayedogetherandthe statesunitedwith newlaws
abolishing slavery.

At the end of the Civil War more settlers pushed west into lands the government had
reservedor tribes.JesseChisholmandJamedMeadhelpedthe governmengather3,000people
from the Wichita, Cheyenne, Comanche, Arapahoe, Kiowa, Cherokee, and Apache tribes to
discuss the terms of what would be the Little Arkansas Treaty. At the conference, held near the
Little ArkansasRiver northof Wichita Town, the OsagdeaderBlack Kettle said,ii M ghames
as big as the earth, although | wil/ do what
gave up their lands to the government.

To overseesettlemenactivity, theU.S.armycampedor aboutayearnearthejunctionof
the Big and Little Arkansas rivers, calling the encampment first Camp Davidson and then Camp
Beecher, but by late 1869 the army was gone.

DariusMungercameto Wichitaaboutthistimeto find landdealsfor agroupof Topeka
businessmertHe stayedn Wichitaandbuilt alog housethatwasalsothet o w hofekandpost
office. Munger also became Justice of the Peace, chosen to decide legal questions for the
townspeople. Other businessmen built a sawmill, saloons, a hotel, general stores, and a ferry to
cross the Arkansas r i ver . sBEpiscbpall bailt vath stickssahde d t o
sod. By 1869 there were at least sixteen buildings in town.

TheWichitatribe left theareafor thesecondime around1870,whenCongressnadethe
purchase of Osage Trust lands legal. The government moved the Wichita people, along with
other tribes, to Indian Territory, now called Oklahoma. At the final Osage treaty conference in

Kansas, At he air was fil | eidlythewoimmentwholamented es o f



overthegravesof their children,which theywereaboutto leaveforeverby proceedingo a

r es er vWithitad/idett® (

A painting showing Wi chita
down what is now Waco Street at the intersectibiurdock.




Vignettefor ChapterOne:Jame®R. Mead

James R. Mead had come to the Kansas territory as a young man from Davenport, lowa,
in 1859, before the Civil War. He was quick to see that there was money in hunting and trading,
and he opened a trading post in the Smoky Hill area, where the Spanigieregpimnado was
saidto havesearchedor theLost Citiesof Gold afew centuriesearlier.Therealgold though for
Mead, was south, in the hunting along the Arkansas River valley. Years later he would write,
AHere a vision of buweyestsych perhaps asndother gpettontiger e et e d
plains could furnish. o

Mead was among the hunters and traders who were the firstatime men to come to
the Arkansas River valley. It was against the law for them to hunt in Indian territories, but the
hunters slipped in and out. They shot bison, antelope, deer, elk, sjliaaler, otter, wolves,
coyotesfoxes,skunks porcupinesraccoonsturkeys,quail, prairiechickensducks,geeseand
swans. On one hunting trip they got so much game that they ran out of bullets and had to cut
used ones from dead bison.

Mead and other hunters, among them his friend William Greiffenstein, sold meat, fur,
hides, and bones to merchants along the Missouri River and to the tribes in the Kansas Territory.
For several years Mead and his wife Agnes lived and ran a trading posaiaa near what
would become the town of Towanda. They established another trading post farther west near the
Wichita Indiansettlementttheforks of the ArkansasRiver. Meadandothers,including William
Griffenstein, made aWichiadndianagehck to suppty fogdande r n me n t

equipment to the Wichita tribe after they had been resettled from Indian Territory. Mead also



madeagreementso shipgoodsalongthewagontrails thatcrossedhe plains.Becausef these
contracts and the government contracts he became a very wealthy man.
ThenAgnesdied.Not long after, Meadmovedto the Wichita area.He alreadyhadcloseties

there, and his trading post. Mead i s believed
for thenewly-forming town. In 1870William Greiffensteinusinga pieceof wrappingpaperhad
a map of the city drawn, showing among ot her
and Little Arkansas rivers joined. Mead becam

At this time, most Texas cattle were herded up the Chisholm Trail, the trade route
betweerlexasandKansasamedor JesseChisholm.Thetrail led cattleherdspastWichitato
the trains at Abilene, Kansas, headed for slaughterhouses in Chicago and other eastern cities.

Mead and other city leaders wanted to make Wichita, rather than Abilene, the shipping
centerfor themoneymakingcattletrade.Thecity neededarailroadto becomea shippingcenter,
andthec i tbpo8teraisedvariousways,legalandotherwiseto getone.The Atchison,Topeka,
and Santa Fe railroad reached Newton, thirty miles to the north, and James Mead had within
three months made an agreement with the railroad to build a branch to Wichita and had
organized the Wichita and Southwestern Railroad company.

Meanwhile, William Greiffenstein and others built hotels, and by 1872, the year the first
train passengers to Wichita arrived, Wichita had the hotels and stockyards needed to serve the
men driving cattle up the Chisholm Trail from Texas. James Mead aeid @érsuaded
cowboys driving a Texas cattle herd to turn their cattle toward Wichita instead of Abilene, and
Wichitabés era as a Cowtown began. The Cowt own
thatthe cattletradereally mademoneyfor Wichitawas 1872.Thatwasthe sameyearthatJames

Mead built a brick mansion for himself on east Central in Wichita.



ChapterfTwo: A City is Born, 18701890

Thenewly-forming communityof Wichitawon anelectionoverthe nearbytown of Park
City to become the county seat of the new Sedgwick County, named after Union Major General
John A. Sedgwick, killed during the Civil War battle of Spotsylvania.

Wichita incorporated as a city on July 21, 18Kbre than 600 people called the area
home by then. There were 124 signers of the
earliest African American settlers, Richard Robinson, who lived in Wichita with his wife Sara
and their two sons. There wane female signer, Catherine McCarty, who owned and ran the
City Laundry.McCarty,who movedto New Mexico thefollowing year,wasthemotherof Henry
McCarty, who changed his name to Billy Bonney aftsrrbther died and soon became known
as the outlaw Billy the Kid.

By November of 1870 the number of buildings in Wichita had grown to ten times that of
the year before. There were now 175 structures, including three churches, two hardware stores,
two drugstorestwo saddleryandharnesshopsiwo blacksmithspnetannery onejewelry store,
two brick yards, three livery stables, six carpenter shops, one furniture store, one carriage and
wagon shop, four real estate offices, two restaurants, three hotels, two saloons, two liquor stores,
and a large number of law offices.

Thetemporarystick andsodhousesanddugoutsof thetown camedownandwoodenor
brick buildings replaced them. The next year the city had grown to 400 buildings and 1,200
citizens. Most of the people who moved to Wichita were from eastern states and were white
Christians of European descent. There were also people of the Jethisinfang the founders

of Wichita, and the Jewish population was an early part of city life socially and economically.



Many of Wichitads pioneer businessmen were
discrimination but African American® who numberedabout150in Wichitain 18780 found

that jobs and places to live that were available to them were limited. The African American
community was, however, wetirganized and accepted on the surface. Chinese people found
open hostility, which limited their numbers to a very few until mgegrs later. Other than
cowboys, few Hispanic people made their way to Wichita in 87®4.

Getting to and from Wichita was not easy until James R. Mead arranged for a railroad
from amainline to cometo Wichita. With this, Wichitabecamea shippingpoint for Texascattle
bound for eastern markets. The Chisholm Trail, a freight wagon route through Wichita and
Indian Territory foundedby JesseChisholmandothers stretchedall theway to Texasby theend
of the 1860s.Driving cattlealongthetrail to Kansasvascheapethanshippingthemby railroad
from Texas. The Chisholm Trail suddenly became the most famous cattle trail in American
history.

By 1872,Wichitahadtherailroad,hotels,andstockyardsieededo takecareof the Texas
cattle drives. About 80,000 cattle were loaded into 4,000 railroad cars and sent east that year
from Wichita, a big success for the city. The city made money from the cattle drives for the next
four years.

The trip from Texas to Wichita took between 100 and 125 days, with the cowboys on
horsebaclkerdingthe cattleatawalking pacesotheyd i dloséweightonthetrip, becaus¢he
heavier the cow, the more money it sold for. Typically, a cowboy crew had ten to twelve men,
two for every 300 head of cattle.

Onethird of the cowboyswho drovecattleup from TexaswereeitherAfrican-American

or Mexican. Cowboylife offered African-American men morstatus an@pportunity tharother

jobs open to them at the tim@ften,the cookfor the cowboycrewwasanolderAfrican
Americanmanwho had been promoted from cowboy.
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ON THE TRAIL.
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A cowboy earned good wages, and at the end of a cattle drive was paid and could enjoy
spendingsomeof his moneyin Wichita. The Wichitapolicetried to keepthe saloonsgambling
places, and dance halls confined to Delano, an area west of town across the Arkansas River
bridge on Douglas Avenue. Once Wichitabs Cowt
closed, and many townspeople were glad to see cowboys and thoseweldaisem leave.

One of the Wichita policemen would later become famous as a lawman in Dodge City,
KS andTombstoneAZ. Wyatt Earpservedonthe Wichita policeforcebetweenl874and1876.
He generally used his words rather than his guns, and he became a good negotiator. As a
policeman, he had to, among other things, repair wooden sidewalks, remove dead animals, and
control wild dogs. By 1876, most of the cattle trade had moved todGidy, and Wyatt Earp
left for Dodge City also.

Eager to let the rest of the world know what was happening in thgrfasing city,
several men jumped on the chance to start newspapers in the 1870s. The first newspaper, the
Wichita Videttdasted for six months, followed by théichita Tribune whi ch al so di dn
long. Then in 1872 two competing newspapers began printingVittata City Eagleand the

WichitaBeaconMarshallMurdock,thecolorful editorof the Wichita City Eagle arrivedin town

12
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Top: Sedgwick County Court Houg&889
still here today but without its clock towse

Bottom: Wichita City HallL890, today
the WichitaSedgwick County Historical
Museum




with the goal of putting the fiprairiee€agei ty on
forthirty-si x years, promoting the city he called, a
the fADarling of Destiny, o0 the fAPeerl ess Prince

Wichita Beacorand its editors, D. G. Millison and Fred Sowers, a former editor of ithette

printedstoriesthatbenefittedfarmersandordinarypeoplemorethanthe busines®wnersof
Wichita, whom they said theaglepromoted.

Samuel Wilson Jones was only seven years old when he came to Wichita in 1874. He
grew up to become the editor of two African American newspapers that gained national
readershipthe NationalBaptistWorld (1894)andthe National Reflector(189798) Both papers
argued for action against crimes such as lynching and encouraged education, religion, and
business ownership as ways to improve the lives of African American people. Samuel Jones
became the Sedgwick County constable, or peace officer, in 189#sthfiican American
elected to county office.

Small factories arrived over the next twenty years in Wiéhaaglow factory, boot and
shoefactory,soapfactory,wagonfactory,wire nail mill, sausagéactory,spicemilld andlarger
industries, such as a meat packing plant and a maker of railroad cars specially made to carry
livestock. More people moved to town, drawn by the new jobs, and buildings went up in a
frenzy. The town grew so multdhhomntdowrm. d ast t ha

But the excitement led people to overspend and overbuild and soon thedesiest
city in the United Statesventfrom boomto bust.In Sedgwickcounty,cropsfailed andtwo hard
winters wiped out cattle herds. Just as the county courthouse was finished and the city hall
started, the city ran out of money. The city hall had to wait twBwyyears to install the clock
thatwassupposedo goin theclock tower. Many peoplelostwork andmovedaway.Some Jike

Albert Hyde, stayed, believing they could make the best of it.
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Vignettefor ChapterTwo -- A.A. Hyde

Albert Hydearrivedin Kansafrom Massachusetist the closeof the Civil War, whenhe
was only 17. He found work as a bank clerk in the fort town of Leavenworth. Hyde settled into
banking in Leavenworth for several years, but
new city, sent him to Wichita to open a bank there.

Wichitansweremakingmoney,andthe city wasgrowingrapidly. Victorian mansionsand
elaborate brick and stone business and government buildings began to give the frontier town a
look of wealth and permanence. Hyde decided that buying land, rather than banking, would be
the way to succeed i n Wichi pr@speredtdurthgtbese bnooenw b u s
years.

But, alsolike Wichita,Hy d eeélsstatadealsfailed duringthebustof thelate 1880s.
Needing to support himself and his family, Hyde went into business with two men new to
Wichita, his brotherin-law ClaytonK. Smith,apharmacistandWalterR. Binkley, asoapmaker.
They formed the Yucca Company, which manufactured bath soap, shaving cream, and perfume
made from yucca, a flowering plant also called soapweed that grows wild in Kansas.

Soon the Yucca Company began making other thing$ dlgpaper, silver polish, and
medicine.lt built animpressivehreestorybrick headquarterdowntown.Lessthanayearlater,
Hyde bought out his partners.

TheYuccaCompanyturnedits very successfutoughmedicinecalledtheil V ePodket

Cough S pte amenthebrwpetroleumb ased oi nt ment call ed A Men
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becamdamous HyderenamedheYuccaCompanythe MentholatumCompanywhich became
knownthroughoutheworld for the salve.Mentholatumwasadvertisedasii T Hittle Nursefor
Little IIlls. 0o One way Hyde made sure people e
Mentholatum to church missionaries who travelled around the globe.

Hyde built an eyeatching new headquarters building for the Mentholatum Company in
1909.Thecompanysucceededndthefamily grewwealthy.Hydegaveawaya lot of hismoney
to charities in Wichita. He donated land for buildings and a city park, and donated money for
groups such as the Water Street YMCA and the American Indian Institute. He cared deeply for
those who suffered.

The Mentholatum Company added a plant in Buffalo, New York and moved its
headquarters Buffalo. A. A. Hydediedin 1935andtwo yearslaterthe MentholatumCompany

closed its Wichita office.
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ChapterfThree:Becominga ModernCity, 18961920

Thebustandthedownturnin Wi ¢ h ifottuaesmit a stopto thefreeewheelingpursuitof
moneymaking typical of the 1870s and 1880s. Having learned from failure, the city became

more practical and communityriented.

The hard times inspired some businessmen. Electric power was recently introduced but not
yet used in homes. People used candles and oil lamps for ligitiiam Coffin Coleman
invented a gasoline table lamp for home use. He saw the chance to grow his company, the
Hydro-CarbonLight Companyby movingit to Wichitaandrenamingt the ColemanCompany,
which later became famous for camping gear and outdoor recreational products. A baker from
Indiana,NicholasSteffen,movedto Wichita duringthe boomyears openedsuccessfubakeries
and restaurants, and improved the way to ship ice cream, becoming presidenrbame cof
the SteffelBr et ch I ce and I ce Cream Company, | ater
begunto appeaonWi c¢ h istteets@grela mannamedWoodyHockadaystartedanautosupply

company that went on to serve gas stations nationwide on the highway system he envisioned.

By 1900farmingconditionsweregoodin SedgwickCounty.Farmerscoulddrive their cattle
to Wichita to sell, and the cattle could be slaughtered and made into beef in the meatpacking
plants. Wheat could be sold and ground into flour at grain niBk®f and flour production
became important businesses in Wichita. The city called itself the broomcorn capital of the
Southwest, boasting five factories that turned crops of broomcorn into brooms used in every
home.Smallbusinessesuchastailors,hatshopscandyshopsandshoerepairshopshelpedthe

city to thrive.
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Many businessmen volunteered their efforts to improve the city and the welfare of their
employeesJamedA. MeadandAlbert Hyde,for example generouslygavelandandmoneyto

the community for schools, parks, and churches.

Remembering thbustof the 1890s peopleacrosghe countryfelt thatpolitical andsocial
systems helped the wealthy at the expense of everyone else, especially farmers and poor people
in the cities. Interest grew in ways to improve life for everyone. People in Wichita and
throughout Kansasorkedfor thefair treatmenof farmersandworkers,w o m e mngbt f vote,

limits on alcohol sales, and the welfare of women, children, and the poor.

The group that came to be called Populists wanted, among other things, fairer railroad
shipping costs for farmers in exchange for the crops they grew. Populists also wanted to give
morepeopleachancedo votein elections Speakersvould travelaroundKansasandaround
the country lecturing to gatherings of folks about the populist ideas. One of their popular
lecturers was a Wichita woman, Mary Elizabeth Lease, who helped found a group called the

Hypatia Club, fAwhose object s Hhsarleinberswereeducati o

women who wanted change. They included doctor
who worked for the right to vote, also called
president.

Partlybecausef its rowdy cowboyhistory,Kansashadoutlawedalcoholic drinksales
ands al oons through an Prohibition Laws. The Un
entire country until years later, so alcohol was still fairly easy to come by. The Kansas law was
unpopular with some for lack of good drinking water, especially whearfram private
wells dug near outdoor toilets continued to carry the risk of disease. A private company built
waterworks for the city in 1883, bringing in better water from the Arkansas river to a tower
through wooden pipes, still Wichita ignored the ban on alcohol and the saloons stayed in

business.
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But manypeoplewantedtemperancethatis, theywantedalcoholcompletelygonefrom
their cities. These groups also protested illegal activities they said were associated with alcohol
and saloons. A group called the Womenés Chris
probl ems created by al c o huoetswasQarrg A. dldtiontwho, s gr ou
withheralf e mal e group of fAHome Defenderso worked |
wor ked for womends rights as well
Othersin thecity organizedo helptheneedy.The SedgwickHomewasoneof theearly
pl aces formed to aid people who were homel ess
Home, the African Orphanés Home, and the Chri
to live for orphans and children who had no one to take care of TenChristian Service
League | ater combined with a Topeka group to
Althoughpublic schoolsvereavailableto childrenveryearlyin Wi ¢ h ihistay&he
townspeople knew the city needed more opportunities to educate everyone. Fairmont Female
College, which later became Wichita State University, was founded in the late 1880s as a
secondary school for girls and young women. The bust hurt enrolimetiesithool
reorganized as Fairmont Institute and then Fairmont College. It graduated its first students in
1899. Across town, Garfield University lasted only five years. It reopened in 1898 as Friends
University.
Librariesin town chargedeesandlimited who couldusethem.Theyalsomovedfrom
place to place around town in the 1870s and 1880s. The new city hall finally offered a public
library which, in 1900, became free to its users. Wichita benefitted from steel millionaire

Andrew Carnegieds gener osi t yandgtesaeasotimei ng one
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countrythatreceivedmoneyhedonatedor libraries,andin 1915a beautifulnewCarnegie
Library opened next door to the City Building on South Main.

TheindustrialrevolutionmeantmanyAmericansmovedfrom the countryto thecitiesto
work in the last decades of the 1800s, and those in the middle class had more leisure time.
Bicycling, canoeing, and team sports became popular. In Wichita, bicycling and canoe clubs
sprangup. TheMurdock AvenueBoathouseavasbuilt in thelate 1890sby thelsraelfamily and
continued to evolve on the Arkansas River for the next sixty years. Bathing beaches, where
peoplewould gatherto swim, lined the banksof theriver at differentspots.The RiversidePark
system was created in 1897, and a zoo added to the park in 1900. The city built a baseball
stadiumin 19050n the countyfairgroundsandmovedthe stadiumdowntownto IslandParkon
Ackerman Island, a large island in the middle of the Arkansas River, seven years later.
WonderlandParkamusemenparkalsoopenedn Ackermanislandin 1906.

The town was growing again. Streetcar lines reached into new suburbs. The Arkansas
Valley InterurbarrailroadconnectedVichitato townsin the northandwestpartsof the county
and as far as Hutchinson.

There were more jobs and new demand for skilled tradesmen and Hadoual
Immigrants from Lebanon began to arrive around 1895 and opened groceries, dry goods, and
otherretail storesMany beganastravelingpeddlerssellinggoodsto farmersandin small
towns across Kansas and Oklahoma, with Wichita as their supply center.

The African American population grew to nearly 1,500 by 1900. John Van Leu, a
realtor andeligiousleaderwho wasAfrican American,wasoneof thelargestandownersn
thecounty at the end of the nineteenth century. For many years an African American business
district thrived between Main and the river, north of Central. This district catered to the

African American community with hotels, attorneys, doctors, restaurants, grocers, hairdressers
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and barbers, a dentist, an electrician, and a druggist. In the greater city community, people of

color struggled to find work other than lemage support jobs such as maids, elevator

operators, cooksndstablehands.Statelaw at theturn of the centuryoutlawed segregated

schoolsputin 1906 the Wichita school board divided Park School into separate wings and

segregated the playground. By 1912, segregate
People from Mexico began immigrating to Wichita around 1900 to work for the

railroads and packing houses. The railroads promised the new workers housing, but when they

arrived,theyfoundonly acolonyof convertedailroadcarsandtracksideshackghatcameto

be known as AMexican Village, 0 between Or me a

immigrants lived near the local packing plants, between Broadway and Waco famn2&

streets.

Thec i tfigstGsls/scraperthetenstoryBeacorBuilding, wasbuilt in 1910on Main
Street. Streets were |lined with new electric
celebrated architect, built one of the last of his Pr&tide houses in Wichita, the Henry J.

Allen home on North Roosevelt, in 1917. Mr. Wright also desigiid¢deafurniture for the
home.

To showcase the growing city, and to make
Southwest, 0 city boosters or gatodateputict he const
auditorium and exposition hall. It was built in 1911 at South Water and English streats, o
acrethathadbeenWiliam Gr i f f e homdsteadlihgaenavasninth-largestin the
country, seating 5,500 people. There was a ba

door. A performance hall, the Arcadia Theater, was added a few years later. The Forum
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complex, ovethe next few decades, hosted the notable people of the day, including Eleanor
Roosevelt, Will Rogers, John Philip Sousa, and Elvis Presley, as well as graduation exercises,
plays, concerts, trade shows, the Kansas National Livestock Show, the Intern&ftieadl
Show, and the WichitBublicMuseum, later known as the Wichisedgwick County
Historical Museum.

At the first air show in 1911 people gathered at Walnut Grove, a recreational area north
of Wichita, to see the miracle of flight demonstrated pioneering aviators flying Curtis

Aeroplanes. The event excited everyone to consider the possibility of thiectawlogy.

A newstyleof restaurantgevelopedn Wichita at the beginningof thetwentiethcentury, led

to Americabs enduring |l ove of hamburgers. I n
in a former streetcar in downtown Wichita. Many Americans at the time thought of hamburger

as unsanitary and unsaf e, eladdedtwy¥more stesdéef o od was
thenteamedup with Billy Ingramto openasmallhamburgeshopon North Main that would

change American ideas about hamburger. The name, White Castle, signaled strength and
reliability. The building had to be sparkling clearhite, with a porcelain and stainless steel

interior. Fresh beef was ground right in front of customers bygvettmed employees in

spotless white uniforms. Anderson also standardized his ground beef into square small patties

all thesamesize,andmadehis hamburgersn assemblyline fashionsothateachhamburger

wasthe same. White Castle was a big success, and quickly expanded beyond Wichita,

becoming the first hamburger chain in the world.
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Vignettefor ChapterThree:CarryA. Nation

On the day after Christmas, December 26, 1900, Mrs. Nation, from Medicine Lodge,
Kansas, arrived in Wichita. She had worked for six years to close bars and saloons with her
AHo Me f e nidthenameof theWo me KliristianTemperancé&nion. Thisnight,onthe
eve of action, she found fourteen drinking establishments within walking distance. She decided
to target the Carey House annex bar on Douglas Avenue.
Thebarsandsaloonswy e r esupposedo bethere.Kansasvasthefirst statein theunion
to constitutionally outlaw the making or selling of liquor, in 1881, nineteen years before Mrs.
Nationarrivedin Wichitaandthirty-eightyearsbeforetheUSc o n s t i @amendmeotn 0 s
prohibiting alcohol. But the early prohibition in Kansas was rarely enforced.
Mrs. Nationblamedherfirsth u s b aleathan alcohol. Shewrote,fil hadlostall the
hopes of my young I|ife through drink . . . 0
On the morning of December 27 she attacked. She threw rocks and billiard balls at the
bar, a painting, and a mirror. She struck the
Peace on earth, good will t o emalarda&85poures, pol i ce
Mrs. Nationwasnot easyto stop.Finally, shewasarrestedput thepolicesoonreleasedherand
sent her back to Medicine Lodge.
Carry Nation returned to Wichita on January 21. This time she struck two more saloons,
carryingahatchet.Two Wichitawomenattackedwvith her,onewith awrenchandtheotherwith
a cane. Their actions, though dramatic, didno

availability of liquor in the city.
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Mrs. Nation was arrested thirty times before she stopped attacking saloons with her
hatchetandreturnedo writing andlecturing,crusadingor temperancey o me mngbtsand
womends suffrage. She sold hatchet pins

CarryNationdiedin Junel91latage65. OneyearlaterKansasvomenwon theright to

vote. Nine years later Prohibition was the law in the US.
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Chapter~our: TakingOur Placein theWorld, 19201930

The nationés transition from horses and wa
looked by 1920. Briclpaved streets replaced dirt. Auto dealerships, repair shops, and car parts
storesoutnumbereavagonshopsandsaddleriesTiny brick buildingswith pointedroofs
popped up all over the city, selling gasoline from outdoor pumps. The Jones Motor Car
Company manufactured Jones Six autos, turning out thousands of cars and trucks in the
former railroad stock car plant until a fire in 1920 closed the factory.

By 1920 servicemen had returned from Worl d
Wichitasoldierswho diedin thewarwererememberedvith monument®rectedhroughout
the city. The volunteer groups run by the Red Cross, YMCA, and other civic organizations had
stopped the bandage rolling, sock knitting, and other supportive efforts they made during the
war, and the Victory Arch, a temporary structure built over Douglenfe to welcome the
troops home at the warbés end, was torn down a

After thewar, peoplereturnedo flying airplanedor sport,recreationand
entertainment a lighthearted turn from their use in the war. After air shows had popularized
theonceonly-dreameebf flying machinesit seemedhewhole countrywantedto figure out
howto fly. The open prairie that spread for miles around Wichita, combined with the mostly
good weather and wind, made the city an inviting place to try.

Wi chitads Chamber of Commerce wanted to dr
spacesroundWichita. Thecity createda public airstripout of analfalfafield andsmallplanes

began delivering airmail.

Throughouthe1920sthecity hosted airshows, tours, and races that boosted interest in

flying and displayed the speed, safety, and reliability of the new machines.
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The city also attracted talented aircraft designers. Walter Beech, Lloyd Stearman, and
Clyde Cessna, of Wi chitads Travel Aday aircraf
race called AONn to Wichita, o fromaRanyt on, Ohi
Cessna went on to form their own nationallyccessful aircraft companies. The most
celebrated airman dihetime, CharlesLindbergh,on a nationaltour afterhis soloflight across
theAtlanticin 1927, stopped in Wichita and posed for photos in a Swallow airplane made in
Wichita.

Mrs. H. D. Hurst of Newton became the first female graduate of a Wichita flying
school. Agroupof womenwho workedin theindustry,aswell aswives,sistersandmothers
ofaviation executives, formed the Womends Aero
Beech, who cdounded Beech Aircraft Corporation, encouraged female pilots in air racing.

Loui se McPhetridge von Thaden | eauderecddt o f |y
flying a Wichitamade Travel Air plane. Von Thaden went on to win mare prestigious
national air races flying Wichitenade planes. In the days before jetliners, these small aircraft

promised big business for Wichita.
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Vignettefor Chapter~our: Early FlyersCessnaStearmanandBeech

Clyde Cessna, a local farmer, mechanic, automobile dealer, and barnstorming pilot, built
the first airplane made entirely in Wi chita,
by airplanefever.Localinvestorsbandedogethetto createthe Laird AirplaneCo.,laterrenamed
the Swallow Airplane Co. This company had the good fortune to bring together engineers Lloyd
Stearman and Walter Beech. In 1924, Beech and Stearman left Swallow and teamed up with
Cessna and businessman Walter Innes to create the Travel Air Manafa€o. in Wichita.

Travel Air designedts ownracewinning planesjncludingonethatwon The Dole TransPacific
Race to Hawaii, and one that won the National Air Races in Cleveland.

By 1929,however thethreeplanedesigner/pilothadmovedon.

Lloyd Stearmareft Travel Air first, headedo California.But hereturnedto Wichitato
build biplanesforming the StearmarCompanyHe andhis partnerssoonsoldtheir companyto
United Aircraft and Transport Co., which already owned the Boeing Airplane Co. of Seattle.

Stearman left the Unitedwned Stearman Company in 1930, tired of corporate politics.

The StearmarCompanybecamea division of the BoeingAirplane Co. afew yearslater,afterthe

US military had purchased a Boeing biplane ba
the planeforlong er m production, helping establish Wic
headquarters for the rest of the century.

ClydeCessndeft Travel Air andformedhis own companyHe foundsuccesslesigning,
building, and selling planes with a reputation for speed, efficiency, quality, and advanced

technology. But the Cessna Aircraft Company was forced to close as the Great Depression
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wor sened. I n 1934 Cessnads nephews, Dwane and

focusingon dependabléusinessirplanesand,duringWorld War Il, the Bobcatmilitary aircratft.

WalterBeechsoldthe Travel Air companyto a St. Louis firm andbecamenexecutiven its
St. Louis headquarterdn 1932WalterandOlive Ann Beechreturnedo Wichitato establisithe
Beech Aircraft Company. Its Model 18 twengine monoplane became the backbone of the
company and a modified version was sold to the US Army and Navy.

Wichitabds | ocation worked to its advantage.
the US military increased aircraft production in the 1930s. Besides having good weather and
milesof openprairie, Wi ¢ h imid-aoatsentpositionmadeit lessvulnerableto enemyattack.

All three airplane companies survived the Great Depression.
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Chapter Five: The Dust Bowl and the Great Depression,-1930

In the 1930sKansanssufferedthroughtwo long-runningdisastersat the sametime: the Dust

Bowl and the Great Depression.

The Dust Bowl was a yealsng period of drought on the central plains of the United
StatesToo muchgroundhadbeenplowedup for crops,andtoo manycattlehadbeenallowedto
graze grass until pastures were bare. When the rains stopped, dry soil throughout the middle of
thecountryd i dstagohthelandbutwaspickedup by strong,hotwindsandblownaway.Dust
storms would turn the sky black. Without the
|l ost money. Many farmers had to give up far mi
SedgwickCountywashit by duststormsanddrought,althoughnot asbadly asthe westernpart
of Kansas. Many Wichita companies sold their products to farmers, and those businesses
suffered through the drought years.

The decaddéong Great Depression was caused by a collapse in the national stock
mar ket, often called a fAcrash, o on October 24
experienced 40 years earlier. Too many people had bought too many sharesfodistock
companies on credit, enough that stock buyers lost money, banks lost money, businesses lost
money, and soon companies throughout the nat.
better than some, many local enterprises went out of business. BeewitABoeing, and
Cessna lasted through the Great Depression because of money the govegpentenmilitary

aircraft,buttwenty-nineotheraviationcompaniesn Wichitadid not survive it.
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With the DustBowl andthe GreatDepressiorappeningtthe sameime, sufferingwas
widespread. Throughout the country, one out of every four people lost a job and could not find
otherwork for long periodsof time. Most familiesatthattime countedon onepersorto provide
the income, and so the entire family felt the loss of work.

To offer payingjobsthatwouldrelieveunemploymenthomelessnesandhungercaused
by the countryés years of hard times, the fed
Administration in 1935, as part of the govern

TheWPA putmillions of peopleto work all overthecountrydoingall sortsof jobs,from
building bridges and roads to painting murals and collecting stories. In Wichita, the WPA gave
moneyfor the constructiorof anairportandanart museummoneyto expandhe zooin Central
Riverside Park, money to build Lawrence Baseball Stadium on the west bank of the Arkansas
River downtown and remove Ackerman Island in the middle of the river, and money to build
severalchoolslt gavemoneyto craftsmernto decoratehesebuildingswith mosaicsandmurals
in the upto-date Art Deco style. Visualtists such as painters also received money to produce
public art. Craftsmen were hired to create educational materials. In a time before computers and
television, visual education included harmtsmodels, dioramas, and dtike figurines that
illustrated stories and ideas. Sedgwick County hired silitge people, mostly women, to create
sets of dolls representing American History and people of the world.

Besides helping Americans remember their shared story during these hard times, the arts
provided some relief from dayp-day struggles. After the fall of the Hawaiian kingdom but
before Hawaii was an American state, Hawaiian music became very popul#nevkmerican
public. Hawaiian musicians toured the country. Wichita became the home of several Hawaiian

musicstudios.Oneseriousguitarist, GageBrewerfrom OklahomastudiedHawaiianmusicwith
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some of the best players. He organized an orchestra in Wichita that played Hawaiian music on
local radio stations and at dances around town. And in 1932 at the Shadowland dance club in

Wichita, with rock androll musicstill decadesn thefuture,heintroducedheelectricguitarto

the world, featuring the sound that would change music forever.

Wonderland Park. Wichita. Kansas.

Wonderland Amusement Park on Ackerman Isla
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Vignettefor Chaptelb:

TheWPA andAckermanlslandRemoval

An island big enough to hold an amusement park once existed in the middle of the
Arkansas River, downtown, in the middle of Wichita. Ackerman Island started forming in the
river not long after the city of Wichita was founded. As farmers in western Karesaesdimore
andmoreof the Arkansador growingtheir crops,theislandgrewandgrewnearwheretheLittle
Arkansas joined the main river.

It grewbig enoughto supportwonderlandanamusemenparkwhich coveredhirty-four
acres of the island. For eleven years Wonderland offered fun in the form of a rollercoaster, a
Ferris wheel, a merrgo-round, a bandstand, a place to dance, and a theater.

Ackermanlslandwasalsobig enoughto hold a sportsfield, IslandParkStadiumwhere
crowds used to cheer the hotosvn heroes of senpro baseball and college football. But by
1935, with Wichitaandtherestof thecountryin themiddle of the GreatDepressionAckerman
Island was a place of empty buildings.

Becausef the Depressionbusinesselst moneyandclosed,andpeoplelostjobs. The
federalg o v e r nWaeksRragressAdministrationpaidfor projectsall overthe countrythat
would give peoplejobsanda paycheckln Wichita,amongotherprojectsthe WPA fundedthe
removal of Ackerman Island.

Imagine removing an island by hand. Hundreds of men, each needing a job and glad for

an income, shoveled dirt from the entire eastern shore of Ackerman Island. Because tliey were
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themiddleof the DustBowl, adecadedong droughtin KansasandthewesternU.S.,thedirt
would have been hard and dry.

They strained to push ditaden wheelbarrows across the island, past the remains of
buildings where Wonderland had been, a place that, when the men were young, would ring out
with shrieksof laughter.Theypushedastthe silentgroundsof IslandParkto thewesterrsideof
the island, dumping the dirt on the far shore to fill in the channel between the island and the
riverbank. Just downriver on the western bank, the men could see the new Lawrence baseball
stadium built a year earlier, also by the WPA.

After many long months, the hawdorking men had dug away the entire eastern side of
theislandandconnectedhewesterrsideto theriverbank.Their work changedhe courseof the
Arkansagiver anderasedheisland.Placeghathadoncebrimmedwith fun andoptimismwere

now gone without a trace.
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Painting showing WPA workers movigckerman Island
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ChaptelSix: WarYears, 19401950

The Dust Bowl finally ended when rain returned to the plains in 1939. Sedgwick County
farmers, like farmers throughout the land, changed the way they plowed their fields. They
plantedtreesin straightlinesaroundtheir cropsto actaswindbreakshopingto hold the soil and
never let the dark dirt clouds build up again.
The GreatDepressiorofficially endedn 1939aswell. Soonthefederalgovernmenbegan
buying military equipment in response to the growing war in Europe that became known as
World War 1.
Even before Congress declared war on Germany and Japan at the end of 1941, the
government hired Beech, Boeing, and Cessna to build military airplanes. After the start of the
war,thedemandor military aircraftgrew.Wichitaaircraftcompanieproducedransporplanes,
trainers, gliders, photographic planes, and biplanes. Among the aircraft Boeing Wichita turned
out were the BL7 and B29 bombers that would contribute to winning World War I1.
Thethreeplantsexpandeandthe needfor workersexploded.The companiesecruitedhelp
from all over the country. Wi chitads popul ati
during the early 1940s.
All of the new people needed someplace to |i
them.Many Wichitafamilies,gladfor thechanceof extraincome,madesmallapartmentsut of
their spare rooms or garages to rent to incoming aircraft workers, but there was still a great need
for housing. The Federal Housing Administration provided home loans for workers and the

governmentbuilta480 nit housing projecheaeaal Hadr fHahldt ©f
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filled up in three months. The government then built 600 temporary houses for defense workers
just west of the project, and added a school in the fall. Another federal, segregated housing
devel opment, called APl anevi smgprofectsvate UB.ne of t
Located on the southeast edge of Wichita, it housed more than 19,000 aircraft workers and their
familiesandincludedschoolsi whichwerenotsegregated andchurchesThefinal government
wartime housing project, fABeechwoodo, near th
buildings.

Altogether, the city added more than 30,000 housing units in just a few years to take care of
all thepeoplewho arrivedto work in theaircraftindustry.Wi c¢ h ipdpaadicsgrewto 176,316.
Aircraft builders worked around the clock to meet the needs of wartime. As a result, businesses
stayed open late or sometimes all night to serve shift workers. Traffic snarled on city streets.
BuseswereovercrowdedPeoplefloodedthe streetoof downtownWichita, drawnto shops,
cafes, restaurants, and theaters.

WhenWorld War Il endedn 1945 theaircraftcompaniesaid off thousandef wartime
workers. Wichita lost more than 20,000 residents.

Theairplanecompaniedegarretoolingtheir plantsto makecommerciakircraft. Theyalso
tried new uses for the technology they had developed for military aircraft. Beech tried making
parts for dishwashers, nozzles for hair dryers, corn harvesters, and even a hybrid car, the 1946
BeechcrafPlainsmargasandelectricautomobile Thecarhadsix seatsanall-aluminumbody,
all-wheel drive, and an electric motor over each wheel, with the type of engine Beech normally
used in its aircraft. But the car turned out to be too expensive to produce. Only two of the

automobiles were ever made.
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The dip in Wichitadés population and economy
governmentearmedhe military duringthe Cold War andthe KoreanConflict. All threeWichita
airplane plants got orders for new military p
contractor. The population of Wichita grew larger than before, and most parts of its economy
boomed.

In 1950thegovernmenbuilt atrainingcenterfor B-47 bombercrewscalledthe Wichita Air
Force Base, near the airport and not far from the Boeing Military plant. Three years later, the
base became permanent. It was renamed McConnell Air Force Base in honor of three Wichita
brothers, Fred, Thomas, and Edwin McConnell, all pilots who seledg World War I, two
of whom died during the war. The base took over the old airport, and the federal government

built a new commercial airport in southwest Wichita.
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Vignettefor ChaptelSix: WichitaWomenandWar-time Production

In Wichita, Boeing,CessnaandBeechall hadbig military contractgo build aircraft. The
Col eman Company had military orders for ammun

stoves. 0

Companies in Wichita looked all over the country for workers. Because there were not
enoughmento bothservein themilitary duringWorld War Il andmeetthe needfor workersin

defense factories, women stepped in to fill the jobs left open.

Even though Olive Ann Beech played a major role in running Beech Aircraft, Wichita
women had not had much of a role in airplane building before this time. Now, because of the

wartimeneedfor workers theybecameskilled mechanicselectriciansandordnancevorkers.

TheNationalDefenseTraining Schooltaught twentyfour womenhow to build airplanes.
When the women graduated, they started jobs at Cessna. Training programs at high schools
taught women skills such as riveting, a technique to fasten pieces of metal together. These skills
werein demandattheaircraftplants.At onepoint, morethan80 percentf therivetersat Beech
wer e women. Beechdés entire workforce during t

half of the workers at Boeing were women.

Madelyn Payne from Augusta, Kansas married Stanley Dunham from El Dora@éGn
During World War I, while Stanleyservedn the military overseasMadelynworkedthe night

shift onthe B-29 assemblyine at BoeingWichita andtook careof their daughter StanleyAnn.
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After thewar, thefamily movedto Honolulu. StanleyAnn grewup to becomehe motherof the

44N president of the United States, Barack Obama.

The local women who worked in the Wichita defense plants during World War Il were
drawnto thework by their patriotism, their senseof adventureandthe needto makealiving, as

well as the equal pay for equal work.

Aircraft workers during war time
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ChapterSevenA New Time for Wichitaandthe World, 19501970

After World War ll, astheaircraftcompaniegontinuedo hire womenandmenfrom

many different ethnic backgrounds, Wichitaos

wor kers of color stayed on in Wi chita after

moved to Wichita as the Korean War and the Cold War created more nedadrait.

More workersmeantmoredemandgor housing.Thewartimeaircraftw o r k lousesi
Beechwood, Planeview, and Hilltop Manor were always meant to be temporary. Though some
remained, many were torn down after the war. A new area called Oaklawn, built in the 1950s
southwesbf the Boeingplant,offeredmorethanathousancousedor the newinflux of aircraft
workers.

In thedecadebeforethewar, the city of EastborouglandneighborhoodsuchasCrown
Heightshadgrown eastof downtownWichita. After World War 11, affordablehomeloansmeant
moreAmericanscouldbuy homesandsuburbswvith namessuchasindianHills, BenjaminHills,
and Westlink spread west of the Arkansas.

ShoppingareassupportedhesesuburbarareasThefirst shoppingcenterin Wichitawas
Lincoln Heights Village, at the corner of Douglas and Oliver. It opened in 1949 with fourteen
stores grouped around a central parking lot.

The citydés spread brought some probl ems
Arkansas rivers and several area creeks happened regularly over the years, filling streets and
basements with water and threatening homes, schools, and businesses. Pedgik avall
stacksandbagghroughthenight whenfloodsthreatened,Theflooding problemincreaseasthe

city pushed outward on the prairie. Flood control projects had been talked about sit#20g)e
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but after the war the city acted, partnering with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to build the
Wichita-Valley CenterFlood Control Project knownastheBig Ditch. A youngengineenamed

M.S. AMitcho Mitchell directed the project, w

ChisholmCreekaroundWichita. It took nineyearsandmillions of dollarsfor the projectto be

finished.Sixty yearslater,the US CongressenamedheBig Ditch thefi M. 6SMi tMitdnedl

FIl oodwayo in honor of the man who prevented vy
More people in the city meant a need for more drinking water. Water in the Arkansas

Riverin the 1950sbecameoo pollutedto drink, sothe city andcountybuilt CheneyDamand

Reservoir on the North Fork of the Ninnescah River. Cheney Lake, completed in 1965, also

became a place for camping and water sports.
World Warl | eldbroughtlong-standingproblemsn Americato theforefront,suchas

long-term inequality in education, employment, and housing. Wichita people felt the problems

of being separated and living apart.

Segregated schools had been the policy in Wichita since 1912. As the African American

populationin WichitagrewduringandafterWorld War |l andtheareasvhereAfrican American

people lived expanded, the city redrew school district lines to keep schools segregated.
TheU.S.SupremeC o u rl954rgling againstsegregationn educationn Brownv.

TopekaBoardof Educationd i dimfléehceWichita schoolsuntil 1971,whentheschooldistrict

becameacially integratedTo sidestepintegratedschools manywhite homeownersnovedand

increased the populations of surrounding county towns such as Derby, Haysville, and Maize.
Many Wi chita restaurants would not serve p

storesandc o u | sit with white peoplein mosttheatersTherewereno lawsaboutthis, asthere

were in some cities. There were only lestgnding policies that many businesses had, such as

drugstores that didnét serve African -l&dmer i can
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sit-in, thefirst of its kind, atthedowntownWichita DockumDrugstorein 1958,convinced
business owners to change their policies.

People of color in Wichita had long been discriminated against in finding places to live
andin finding jobs.Leadersn the African Americancommunityworkedto promotefair housing
and hiring, and in 1964, the year the nation passed the Civil Rights Act, Wichita passed a Fair
Housing Ordinance aimed at preventing racial discrimination in selling, buying, or renting
housing. More African American community leaders began &ldited. Dr. Hugh N. Sims was
the first African American to serve on the schoohid in 1949. A. Price Woodard became the
citydés first African American city commi ssion
Brown became the cityés first African Ameri ca
and Wichitan Billy McCray erved in the state legislature. But change was coming too slowly
and too late, and tensions grew. Wichita was one of 75 cities across the country to experience
racial violence in the summer of 1967.

Americans in the 1950s had lived through two very hard decades, and most were ready to
build easier lives for their families. World War 1l veterans used Gl loans to go to college, buy
housesandgetsteadyjobs. Theyhadchildren,andthe sheemumberof babiesbornafterthewar
earned the generation born between 1945 and 1

The Boomergeneratiorgrew up duringatime when,moreandmore,the countrybegan
to considemwhatfairnessandequalitylookedlike for all of its incrediblyvariedpopulation,and
to think about how to include those disregarded or sidelined.

BabyBoomerswerethefirst generatiorto beraisedwith television,which entertained,
informed, and educated kids while also making them want to buy cereal, soft drinks, and toys.

This generation grew up with rock and roll, a sound made possible by the electric guitar (first
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Students at the lunch counter for th¢
sit-in protest at Dockum Drug Store




introducedn Wichita). It alsogrewup amidtheriots, political assassinationsjilitary draft, war
in Southeast Asia, political corruption, and environmental issues of the 1960s and 1970s.

With more money to spend, families after the war could eat out more, and fast food
restaurantbecamepopular.ln Wichita, two brothersFrankandDanCarney studentsat Wichita
State University, borrowed $600 from their mother and opened a pizza restaurant in the building
next door to their familybds grocery store i
because the sign already on the building had room for onlgttens, and they wanted the word
Api zzad in the name Hutweantof tb betome the largest gdizea ctwin g n .
company in the world.

Beginningin the 1960s manyWichita companiesncludingBeech,CessnaPizzaHut,
and Coleman, became large and successful, then were bought by national corporations. The

companies were renamed, reorganized, and often moved out of town.
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Vignettefor ChapterSevenTheSit-in at DockumDrugstore

Chestel. i C h kewis wasbornin HutchinsonKS in 1928.He servedn World War Il and
got a law degree from the University of Kansas in 1953. He practiced law in Wichita, and in
1956becamepresidenbf theWichita NAACP. As presidenthequietly led the Wichita NAACP

youth chapter in the Dockum Sit.

Lewis was told not to hold the sit. Direct action was not approved, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People told him. But throughout the 1950s the
NAACP and other groups, churches, the YMCA, and individuals had tried and fadad the
practice Wichita restaurants and other retail businesses had of not serving African American
peoplefi T h dahewagthingsarein Wi ¢ h iarepesentativef DockumDrugstorereportedly
said.Thestudentsn Wi ¢ h INAALB,enL e w iadvitesignoredthenationalgroupandacted.

DockumDrugstorein downtownWichitain 1958hadthe mostpopularlunchcounterand
sodafountainin town. Shopperst the drugstorewould sit downon a stoolat the counterandget
something to eat and drink. But the lunch counter, like many places in Wichita until that time,
did not serve African Americans. So a group of local students with a carefully organized plan
conducted the first successfulsitin the nation for the ght to eat at the lunch counter with

everyone else.

The sitin began late in the afternoon on July 19, 1958, a Thursday when the students
knewthestorewasopenlateanddowntownwasfull of people Abouttwenty African American
students, ages 1%, walked into the Dockum Drugstore and sat down at the counter. The store

refused to let them order anything and asked them to leave. The students were courteous,
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well-dresseddisciplined,anddeterminedo stayin the seatsTheywerereplacedoy others,in

teams, according to schedules they had set up to keep the lunch counter stools occupied.

For the next three weeks, mainly on Thursdays and Saturdays, the two busiest days in
downt own, students sat at the Dockum Drugstor
servethem,butfew otherpeoplecouldeatthereeither,becausehe seatsveretaken.Thelunch

counter was losing money.

Many peopl e i n Wi c hintorahemskehes ray monhave knewvene t h e
whatwashappeningThemainstreantocal newspaperandmostradiostationsbarelymentioned
the sitin. But the African American newspapers, a single local radio station, and the national

wire services covered the story.

Finally on Monday, August 11, 1958, Rexall drugstore officials announced that starting at
10:00a.m.thatdaytheentireRexallchainin Kansasvouldfi s e all peeplewithoutregardto

race, cr e e dnscostthe drugdtoces toodmud® imoney.

ThechangeippledbeyondWichita. Inspiredby theWichitas t u d dctoty, NABACP youth
groups around the country wanted to organizesitand within a few months the national
NAACP agreed to let them. By 1960 the NAACP officially encouraged nonviolent action in the
civil rights struggle. Although other sits were more famous natially, such as the Woolworth
sit-ins in Greensboro, NC in 1960, the Dockumisimade history as the first studdet

success. Slowly, over time, the city began to open up to people of color.

Lewis continued the struggle for civil rights for the rest of his career. He volunteered his

legalexperienceo promoteracialintegrationin city departmentsndschoolsHe encouraged
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the NAACP in Wichita to organize for direct action and nonviolent protest. He lobbied for the
citydés Fair Housing Ordinance in 1964. He won
negotiated an $8.4 million settlement for Santa Fe Railroad porters diftgryear legal

strugglefor theright to be promoted ChestelLewis diedin 1990.His work for thefair treatment

of African Americans forever changed the community.
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Chapter Eight: Redesigning for the Future, 22000

Wichita in the last thirty years of the twentieth century grew far past the forks of the

ArkansaRiver. Cattlepastureandwheatfields thatimmigrantshadcrossedhe ocearto create
gave way to housing developments, shopping malls, and strip malls. By the beginning of the
2000s thecity hadsurroundedastborouglandpushedutin all directions bumpingup against
Sedgwick County towns that once catered mainly to farmers: Valley Center, Kechi, Haysville,
Goddard, Greenwich, Derby, Bel Aire, and Maize. The unbridled development created more
paved roadway per person than anywhere else. As happened in masndiimerica, new
homesandnewshoppingcentersdrew peopleawayfrom downtownWichita. Storeshatbustled
in the 1940s became office buildings, or sat empty, or were torn down.

Many neighborhoodsinddowntownsall overthecountryh a d lmeéntepairedandfixed
up for years, neglected during the Depression and the war. So the federal government began
Aur ban renewal , 0 which in Wi chita, focused on
for anewlibrary anda newconventioncenterandauditoriumcalledCenturyll, locatedsouthof
Douglasonthe ArkansasRiver. Theold Forumconventioncenterand128otherbusinessewere
clearedawayCent ury |1 opened up in "dredayin9Wst i n t
Theurbanrenewaleffort alsocreatedA. PriceWoodardParkandFinlay RossPark,besidethe
complex on the east side of the river.

Urban renewal provided money for a new Sedgwick County Courthouse on North Main,
in what had been the heart of the African American business district. Construction of the new

courthousdorcedbusinesset move,andlandmarksuchasDouglasElementaryandSt. Paul

54



LINCOLN
HEIGHTS

Villst?

A new kind of shopping for 1947:
the Lincoln Heights Shopping Centg

55



African Methodist Episcopal church were torn down. Preservationists saved two historic
buildings,CalvaryBaptistChurchon North Waterandthe Arkansasv/alley LodgeNo. 21 on
North Main.

Constructiorof anelevatechighwaythroughWichita, Interstatel 35/35,cutthroughthe
middle of another mostly African American neighborhood. Nidety African American and
fourteen white families were force to sell to make way for the project.

Peoplebegarto worry thatthecity couldlosemanymorebuildingsthatshouldbe saved
and preserved. The city council created a Historic Preservation Board to identify and protect
older buildings and districts. The Board developed a Historic Preservation Plan and a Wichita
Register of Historic Places for homes, commercial buildindsals, churches, and other
landmarks.

One such building protected during urban renewal was the original cityuiaihg.

With plansto build a newcity hall, thecity agreedo maintainthelargelimestonestructure The
Wichita-Sedgwick County Historical Museum, with similar desires to find a space suitable for
expansion, signed a lease withe the city to take over Old City Hall. The Museum resides there
still.

An entire area of rtidown brick and stone warehouses downtown survived urban
renewal andin the 1990sthoseboardedup buildingswereremodelednto trendyrestaurants,
shops, apartments, and hotels known as Old Town. The district helped renew downtown and
served as an example of how historic buildings could hesed.

Nationally the final years of the century saw an increased concern with thallover
welfare of its citizens. Wichitans acted to expand rights, recognize its diverse population, and

provide equal opportunitgndaccesdor all its citizens.This was in keeping with the idea

expressed in the |l ast |ine of the United Stat

all . o
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Century I, a civic & convention
centerin downtown Wichita.




The city and county worked to provide enriching activities and attractions that all
Wichitans could enjoy. Following the success of a newtlesigned Art Museum and the
creation of the Wichitssedgwick County Historical Museum in the old city hall, thedvack
County Zoo opened in 1971 in a large area west of the city. It became recognized around the
world for animal conservation, humane treatment of animals, and breeding of endangered
species.In 1973 the MidAmerica All-Indian Center opened on land giv® it by the city at the
confluence of the two rivers, near where the Wichita tribe had once lived. Botanica, The Wichita
Gardens, opened in 1987 on seventeen acres at the edge of Sim Park in the Riverside
nei ghborhood. Bot ani clzauty anteeldxatiorowitltemvindnmental nat ur
and gardening education. With the Art Museum near both the Indian Center and Botanica, the
areacameto becalledMuseumsntheRiver. Anothermuseunontheriver, ExplorationPlacea
sciencemuseuntor children,openedn 2000nearwherethe old Ackermanislandhadbeen.The
Kansas Aviation Museum opened in 1991 in the Art Deco hangar at the old Wichita Municipal
Airport. The Great Plains Transportation Museum opened downtown in 1986 to explore the
areabds railroad history. These ptheaKamsas, t ogeth

African American Museum, gave the cityds peop

This account of local history ends in 2001, the beginning of tie&dtury.

At this writing we are 25 years beyond full generation and busy creating the next chapters.
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Vignettefor ChapterEight: TheKeeperof the Plains

Bl ackbear -Buw-fodttallikKeepedr af the Rlainstatue rises high above the point
wheretheBig andLittle Arkansagiversjoin, atKeeperPlazajust southof the All -IndianCenter.
The Keeper is a symbol of Wichitads Ameri can

official seal of Sedgwick County.

Although many of the original people who lived in the Wichita area were moved to
reservationssomeAmericanindianswerelaterdrawnbackto Wichita especiallyduringWorld

War Il, returning to work in the aircraft plants.

In 1969 the MidAmerican Alkindian Center was established on a triangle of land given by
the city where the rivers meet. The museum celebrated the tradition, culture, and heritage of
A me r iNatwepsopleandexhibitedthework of importantartistslike BlackbeamBosin,oneof

the Centerodos founder s.

FrancisBlackbeamBosincamefrom the Kiowa andCommanchéribes.He wasnamedfor his
grandfatherTsateKongia,whichmeandi B| a ¢ kBoraia ¥981in OklahomaBosincameto
Wichita to work for Boeing as an illustrator. Bosin became known internationally for his

awardwinning paintingsKeeper of the Plains his onlysculpture.

TheKeeperof the Plainswaserectedn 1974.Bosinworkedwith engineergo createmodels
for the44 foot, five ton steelstructure Decadedaterathirty-foot pedestataisedthe Keeperto a
height equivalent to a sewstory building. Pedestrian bridges across the rivers were added to

give easier access to the sculptiteeper Plaza was planted with yucca, medicinal herbs and
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cactus.lllustratedsignsexplainedcustomsand traditionsof the Plainsindians.Eachnight
five fire drums in the waters around the Keeper briefly flamed.
TheKeeperstandsighabovetheriversnearwherethecity beganpackarchedarmsraised
i asymbolof the pride held by thosewho first lived on this land andthe pride of thosewho
live here now.
This account of local history ends 2001, the beginning of the@itury. As of this writing

we are 25 years beyoiida full generatiori and now creating its next chapters.
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